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WHATCOM

USE OF WHATCOM COUNTY'S GIS DATA IMPLIES THE USER'S  
AGREEMENT WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 
 
Whatcom County disclaims any warranty of merchantability or warranty 
of fitness of this map for any particular purpose, either express or 
implied.  No representation or warranty is made concerning the accur- 
acy, currency, completeness or quality of data depicted on this map. 
Any user of this map assumes all responsibility for use thereof, and 
further agrees to hold Whatcom County harmless from and against any 
damage, loss, or liability arising from any use of this map. 
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The information depicted on this map is intended to be used
with Title 16.16.610;  The Whatcom County Critical Areas
Ordinance, effective September 30, 2005.
This map was produced from data maintained in the Whatcom County
Planning & Development Services Geographic Information System (GIS).
For further information regarding maps, data sources, or the 
availability of GIS products and services, please contact Planning
& Development Services at 360-676-6907 or pgill@co.whatcom.wa.us.

WETLAND DATA SOURCES:
The wetlands map is a conglomeration of Whatcom County's GIS data 
related to wetlands.  These data give a rough estimation of wetland locations 
in the county.  Site evaluations for local projects are still necessary.  There 
are various sources of information included in the dataset.  The majority 
of the polygons come from the National Wetlands Inventory which was 
digitized off of 1981 1:58,000 scale aerial photos.  The minimum size of 
wetland mapped depends on the vegetation cover.  Minimum wetland 
size in forest ecosystems varies from 1 - 3 acres.  Other wetland polygons 
came from a 1992 Whatcom County Study to identify Category 1 wetlands, 
the 2003 Bellingham Urban Growth Area wetland survey, 
the 2003 Priority Habitats and Species dataset, and the NOAA Coastal 
Change Analysis Program.  The CCAP data set is the 2000 era or late-date 
classification of Coastal Washington.  The land cover is comprised of 
Landsat 7 images that are analyzed according to the (C-CAP) protocol 
to determine land cover.  The data was created to improve the understanding 
of coastal uplands and wetlands, and their linkages with the distribution, 
abundance, and health of living marine resources.   Source information 
is maintained in the attributes.
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